Valuablevltife 


Cutting trees is greatest sin 


Once king Vishwajeet saw a person cutting a green tree. 
He asked—“Why are you cutting this tree ?” 

“T will use it as firewood”, he replied. 

King told him—“You should cut dried wood for fuel. You 
know in our state cating of green and flourishing trees is an 
offence.” 

Vishwajeet further explained—“Trees are very useful 
for us. They give us flowers, fruits and shadow. They attract 
rain clouds. Birds live on them. Animals and passengers rest 
under their shadow. Whole life of a tree is spent for the 
benefit of others. It is our duty to protect trees. Just like 
gursclyes, lives of trees are also very valueable.” 

) aa King left the 

4 place. Just as he 

moved on, that 
person again 
started cutting 
the tree. Soon 
few soldiers, who 
had remained 
behind, came 
there. They 
arrested the man 
and took him to 
king for 
punishment. 

Soldiers told 
him—‘“Cutting 
- trees is not only 
an offence, it is 
greatest sin.” 
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How the Empire of Kalyug spread ? 


At a time, when Satyug (era of truthfulness) was 
increasing on this earth, Kalyug (era of evilness) called a 
meeting of his associates. One of them said—“I will spread on 
the earth greed for money.” Other said—“I will entangle 
people in the web of desires.” Some suggested to increase the 
lust for passion, but Kalyug was not satisfied. 

One old person, sitting in a corner said—‘“I will develop the 
feelings of disappointment and laziness in the people and will 
destroy their valour. This will make them lethargic. As such, 
they will not be able to eradicate evils nor will have the courage 
to earn goodness.” Lord Kalyug very much appreciated his 
views and appointed him as his prime minister. 

) : All the disappointed 
and lazy persons of these 
days are the disciples of 
Kalyug. Under these 
circumstances, how can 
Satyug prevail ? 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


How to Master the Art? 


When Augustus Saint Gaudens, the famous sculptor of 
France, was a student, a respectable woman approached 
him to make her statue. He started to make the statue in his 
studio. When it was ready, the woman came to see and 
rejected it. Gaudens prepared a new statue, but that too was 
not approved by her. Thus he made several statues but none 
was approved. After every disapproval, he started afresh 
with double enthusiasm. 

Once his friends enquired about all this. He replied that 

— in this way he will master the art. His whole-hearted 
i ee devotion and 
enthusiasm 
made him the 
famous 
sculptor of 
the time. 
One, who 
is always 
eager to 
learn and 
acquire 
proficiency 
can become 
skilful, get 
honour and 
_ respect and 
rise upto the 
top. 
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Prudence of Elephant 


Avery stout and beautiful elephant lived in a forest. Willingly 
he used to help and serve the saintly persons living there. Once a 
sant was very much pleased and requested him to ask for some 
boon. Hesitatingly, the elephant said—“Gurudev ! As you are so 
pleased, kindly bestow upon me the intelligence like a man.” 

Sant bestowed upon him this boon and also named him as 
Vamdev. Vamdev became master of all Vedas and scriptures. He 
used to attend the gatherings of intelligent sants in the Ashram. 
Whenever anybody said something wrong, he became annoyed 
but since he could not, speak, he was helpless. 
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Becoming intelligent like men, he also learnt a lot about himself. He 
wanted to wear clothes like civilized persons. But who could give him 
Dhoti, Kurta, cap, etc.? He felt ashamed in roaming naked and excreting 
openly, but what to do? How and whom to speak? Grudging increased. 

One day, he went to observe the behaviour of men. They were sitting 
on chairs, sipping tea from cups, enjoying cinema. Vamdeu also felt 
doing the same. But how could he get all this? His grudging increased 
and increased, making him weaker and weaker. Sant asked 
Vamdev—“You have got the desired boon. Now what is the problem that 
you are getting weaker day by day ?” 

Elephant touched sant’s holy feet by his long nose and 
requested—“Kindly take back the boon that you have bestowed.” Sant 


acted accordingly andthe elephant became happy as be 

He understood — |, i 
this very well that : ’ 
intelligence should 
always be accord: 
to the body, given by 
the God. 
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Act as per Discretion 


Once Lokamanya Tilak was required to visit a foreign 
country. At that time, journey by sea was considered against 
religious precepts. Lokamanya thought that some Pandits 
may find a way out. So he approached the highest chief priest 
of Kashi. Priest said—“It is a very difficult problem but if you 
give five thousand rupees, arrangement can be made.” 
Lokamanya did not consider it proper to purchase religion. He 
proceeded without such arrangement and told his 
friends—“Never worry for the views and actions of others. We 
must use our own prudence independently. Instead of giving 
weight to such hypocricy of others, one must visit foreign 
countries to gain knowledge.” 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://iterature.awgp.org 


A Person seen with Different Feelings 


Once a learned person asked Vivekanand—“God is one 
but we call him by different names. Does it not create 
confusion in mind ?” 

Swamiji said—“Brother ! You are just one person. Your 
mother calls you a son and looks you with that feeling. Wife 
looks with different feeling. Son, father, friends look with 
different feelings. Your disciples consider you as a learned 
person or a religious preacher while some consider you as a 
hypocrate. When a mortal person can have so many names, 
relations and feelings, why the superconscious God cannot be 
looked with various feelings? Where is the confusion?” 
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Dedication of Henry Ford 


Great men have the quality that though they come from 
poor family and acquire prosperity, even then they don’t 
forget their roots. Henry Ford was born in a small village, 
Greenfield of America. Financial condition of the family was 
bad and so at the age of twelve, he had to do a job in the day 
and study in night. He was always busy in some positive 
thinking. His mind was always engaged in the thoughts of 
constructing and improving machines, while other poor boys 
wasted time in loitering. 

Where there is will, there is a way. The great power of 
dedication made Henry a self relying engineer and mechanic. 
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He designed and improved a mumber of machines. By 
dedication, he acquired perfection. Ford took in his hands a 
new job of manufacturing motor vehicles and after various 
experiments, he succeeded. He also manufactured ships. 

Henry Ford had a top ranking factory in America having 
50,000 workers and producing one vehicle per minute. He 
looked after the welfare of his workers. Major part of his 
earnings, he donated for welfare activities, irrespective of 
caste, creed or country. By now, millions and billions have 
been donated. Ford foundation is supporting a number of 
welfare projects. 

Life of such person is 
really commendable which 
enlightens the humanity. 
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Duty of the Friend 


Meanness spoils the prudence and thinking of a person. 

Out of two childhood friends, one became a rich person while 
the other remained poor. Considering the childhood friendship, 
the poor one, once thought to meet his rich friend so that he may 
also do something to earn his bread. 

When he reached there, rich friend recognised him but to 
avoid him, pretended ignorance and asked— “Who you are? Why 
and from where you have come?” 

Poor friend understood his feelings and said—“I had heard 
that my close childhood friend has become blind, so I had come for 
courtesy call.” Without waiting for a reply, he returned back. 

A person forgets even his best friends due to ego of life and 
property and pretends ignorance to escape from his moral duties. 

Itis not improper to acquire wealth. But the property that one 
earns should be 

considered to 
belong to the 
society and not 
one’s own. It 
should be used for 
welfare of society. 
As a human being, 
one must fulfill 
the duties of a 
friend and help 
others when 
required. 
A friend in 
need is a friend 
indeed. 
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Lokanayak Jai Prakash 


One must gradually develop his good qualities to 
become a great person. Jai Prakash Narain went to 
America for further studies but finance was not easily 
available. He worked at a fruit shop and a hotel and 
continued his studies. Many friends wanted to help him 
but he refused and preferred to do small jobs for his 
studies. These qualities one day made him Lokanayak. 
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Sentiments are Supreme 


Janmashtami was celebrated yesterday. Today, Nandotsav 
was observed in Radha-Govind temple. After the noon prayer, the 
idol of Govindji was being taken into the inner chamber of the 
temple. Priest Chetra Nath slipped and fell down along with the 
idol due to which one leg of the idol was broken. The show was 
spoiled and everyone felt fear and apprehension. There was great 
noise and disturbance in the temple. It was considered to be a bad 
omen and each one was afraid of his future. 

When Rani Rasmati learnt about this, she became worried, 
what will happen now? But what had happened could not be 
reverted back. All the learned Pandits were summoned to find out 
a solution. They consulted the scriptures, discussed with each 
other and finally decreed—“The broken idol be respectfully 

a" m submitted to river 
Ganga and a new 
_ idol be installed in 
its place.” 

Rani became 
very sad. This idol of 
Govindji was being 
worshipped with 
love and devotion 
for the last so many 
years. She was not 
satisfied with the 
idea of submitting it 
eas to the river. 

ide >) \y Rani had great 
— A AC — respect for Swami 


V4 € “ry 7 Ramkrishna. Due to 
at NS} 
S75 


his great spiritual 
faith and devotion, 
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she could easily follow his advice. She placed this unique 
problem before him. He put a question before Rasmati—‘Tf the leg 
of your son-in-law is broken, what will you do? Will you get him 
treated or will you bring another son-in-law in his place?” “I will 
get him treated and will never bring another son-in-law in his 
place.” 

“Just the same. Get the broken leg properly plastered and 
continue worshiping the idol with same love and devotion. Where 
is the problem now?” 

Everyone was pleased on such a simple solution given by Sri 
Ramkrishna Paramhansa. They all liked his suggestion and did 
not care for the opposition of Brahmans. Swamiji joined the 
broken leg of the idol so nicely that the joint was not visible at all. 
Worshiping of that 
Sidol continued as 
usual. 


Once a 

Zamindar asked 
Rani—‘T have heard 
that idol of Govindji 
is broken.” 
q Rani laughed 
~and said—“You are 
alking like a child. 
One, who is the 
reator of the whole 
Miverse, how can 
‘be broken ?” 


\\ 
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Sikandar’s Confidence 


Sikandar was having a very incurable disease. 
Considering his certain death, no doctor had the courage to 
give him medicine, for fear of infamy. In such a dilemma, 
Sikandar’s faithful servant Philips prepared the medicine 
and gave it with assurance that he will be cured. 

Back-biters wrote a letter to Sikandar, informing that 
Philips had colluded with the king of Persia and wants to kill 
Sikandar by mixing poison in his medicine. In return, he has 
been assured to get a lot of money. Sikandar kept the letter, 
under his pillow and continued to take medicine from Philips. 
He was ultimately cured. 

Later, secret enquiries revealed that poison was mixed. 
On this Sikandar said—“One must have confidence. Man 
cannot survive if he has no confidence on others.” In these 
words, Sikandar exposed a great truth of life. 

With mutual confidence, we can progress and prosper. 
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Refinement of Intellect 


Once a highly renunciative sant went for religious 
preaching at the home of a house-holder. There he stealthily 
took away a gold necklace. Third day, he felt very sorry, went 
to return the necklace and apologized for his grave mistake. 
House-holder was surprised that such a learned and 
renunciated sant had committed theft of necklace and now 
why he has come to return? 

Sant explained—“On that day I had begged my meal from 
a person, who was a thief. That food developed the instinct of 
theft in my mind. Next day, I had loose motions and all that 
dirty food was washed away from my body. Refined intellect 
was then restored and so I came to return the necklace.” 

. i A person’s speech 
reveals his 
qualities and 
nature which, 

in turn, 
; refines 
} or spoils his 
} intellect. As 
_ such, we shall 
always keep 
'company of 
' good persons. 
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Draupadi’s Sons were Killed 


After the great war of Mahabharat was over, 
Ashwathama planned to kill Pandavas while they were 
sleeping. Lord Krishna was the saviour of Pandavas. He 
awakened Pandavas and said—“Follow me to the bank of 
river Ganga.” Pandavas always followed his instructions 
without any question. They woke up and followed Krishna. 
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Krishna also asked the sons of Draupadi to accompany 
him but being immature and ignorant, they refused and 
said—“You please go. We are feeling sleepy, so we will sleep.” 
Ashwathama came and killed them. 

Those, who got up when awakened by Lord were saved. 
Those, who ignored and kept sleeping were killed. God always 
helps, even without asking. Only those, who have total faith 
in Him, get its benefit. 
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Self-respect of Puru 


King Puru was defeated in war with Sikandar. He was 
arrested and produced before him. Sikandar asked—“How 
shall you be treated now?” Puru replied—“Just as a king 
behaves with another king.” Listening these words of self- 
respect and high ideals, Sikandar was very much pleased. He 
freed king Puru and also returned his empire. 

Brave people never compromise with their self-respect, 
even in adverse circumstances. 
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Test of a Scientist 


Edison was a great scientist. He was son of a very poor 
mother but even as a child he always desired to be a scientist. 
Mother had no money for science education. So she thought to 
keep him in service of some scientist. Perhaps this might 
fulfill his desire. 

She took Edison to a scientist. He gave a broom to Edison 
and asked him to clean his laboratory. Edison did the job 
efficiently, cleaned the laboratory thoroughly and also kept 
everything at proper place. 


Seeing this, the scientist -saié=“Phisachildehas.ajl the _ 


qualities of a - es ae 
scientist. : 
Leave him 
with me and 
he shall 
certainly 
become a 
great 
scientist.’ 
Cleanliness 
and 
systematical 
working, help» 
in increasing 
the qualities 
of a person 
and from this* 
one can judge 
his potential. 
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Wound of Words. 


A Brahman lived in a forest. Due to old age, he became 
incapable to work. He used to collect dry wood from the forest and 
sellin the village for his living. One day, he got very little wood and 
unfortunately, a tiger also came in front of him. Facing imminent 
death, Brahman trembled with fear. Suddenly, he got an idea. He 
raised both his hands in happy mood and started reciting Mantras 
of blessings. 

Before pouncing upon him, tiger wanted to know the reason 
for such an abnormal behavior and asked—“Who are you and 
what are you saying in a strange language?” 

Brahman said—“I am your family priest. All your ancestors 
were my disciples and used to make sumptuous offerings to me. So 
far I had not met you, so I was waiting. Happily, I chanted 
Mantras of blessings for your welfare. Now, whatever is possible, 
submit your offerings just like your ancestors.” 

Tiger was confounded on hearing all this. He paid respects to 
the priest and said—“See, my hands are empty. Ifyou like, I can do 

some physical work.” 
Brahman said—“Your reverence is 
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of wood on your back upto the village.” 

Tiger agreed and carried the bundle of wood upto the 
boundary of village. Tiger said—“I can do this service everyday. 
You may wait for me at this time.” 

Brahman used to collect the bundle of wood everyday and 
tiger carried it upto the village. Several days passed like this. One 
day, tiger came late. Brahman abused and cursed him. Tiger kept 
quiet and after carrying the bundle upto the village said—“From 
tomorrow, I will not come. Today you do one favour to me.” 
Brahman noticed the changed behaviour so he politely asked for 
his orders. Tiger said—“Make a wound on my shoulder with your 
axe.” 

With great hesitation, he had to do it. Wound was small. Tiger 
went away and did not come thereafter. After a month or two, he 
again appeared and showing his wound to the Brahman, 
said—“This has cured, but the wound of your harsh words given 
that day is still bleeding. It has given a lesson to me, not to keep 
any relation with persons like you.” | 

Wounds of weapons are cured, but wounds of words are never 
cured. As such, one shall speak 
after proper reasoning. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


21 


Self-respect of Subhash 


With great difficulty, an Indian student could get 
admission in Presidency College of Calcutta. In spite of this, 
the behaviour of a Professor of English was that he used 
insulting words for Indians. So far there was none in the 
college to oppose it. 

One day, as the Professor used insulting words for the 
Indians, that boy slapped him, knowing well that he could be 
resticated from the college. He was actually resticated for this 
act, but he never submitted to injustice. That boy was 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 

From that day, condemnation of Indians in Presidency 
College stopped automatically. If injustice is not allowed to 
survive, itis bound to be eradicated one day. 


- a 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


22 


Unfailing Devotion 


It was Shivaratri festival. Namdev went to the temple at 
Aurhaiya in Maharashtra to pay obeisance to Shiv. He went 
to the temple and started dancing. Manager of the temple ran 
upto him and said—“You degraded person (Namdev was of 
tailor or Chipi caste). How could you come upto the temple ?” 
He was pushed down from there. Namdev did not care for his 
insult. He went towards the back of idol and started 
devotional singing. Due to some miraculous power, the idol 
turned its face towards Namdev. Maharashtra and also the 
whole country was surprised to see this. As a proof, even today 
in this temple, the ‘Nadiya’ is on the back of the idol and not in 
its front. 

Every person bowed before such unfailing devotion and 
the temple was opened 
for Namdev and all 
others. 
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Daridra Narayan 


In his early days, Deenbandhu Andrews was a Christian 
priest. One Indian sant asked him—‘“Have you seen the God?” 
He replied—“Yes I have. If you wish, I can also show you.” 

He took him to a Harijan colony and pointed towards a 
person busy in nursing his ailing son suffering from T.B. He also 
attended his job of scavenger to earn his livelihood. Andrews 
said—“Look! He is the God. His name is Daridra Narayan. 


He was aptly called Deenbandhu by Bapu. 
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Value of Good Sermons 


There was a foolish boatman. He used to carry passengers in 
his boat and collected fare at the destination. Often some annoying 
situations occured. Due to his harsh words, he was also beaten. 

One day, a sant travelled in his boat. On the way, he gave two 
suggestions to the boatman—firstly, he shall collect the fare in 
advance before the passenger boarded the boat and secondly, he 
shall not loose his temper. When the boat reached the other side, 
he asked for fare. Sant said—“He had nothing to pay. However, the 
sermons he had given are also very valueable.” Boatman 
retorted—“I need money and not sermons.” A dispute flared up. By 
that time, boatman’s wife came with food for him. She requested 
him not to quarrel with the sant. On her advice, he became all the 
more angry and threw his food into the river. 

News reached the king, who sent his soldiers and got him 
arrested. His boat was also confiscated. The sant got him released 
and told him that his two sermons will always be financially 
beneficial and will also save him from any loss. 

Boatman now understood the value of good sermons, acted 

accordingly and always 
remained happy. 
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Imposing Brahman—Ashtavakra 


Once a procession of king Janak was on the way, so nobody 
was allowed to move on the road. All the people stopped where 
they were, leaving all the work. 

Ashtavakra was also going that way. When told to leave the 
road, Ashtavakra refused and said—“It is not proper for the king 
to look for his own comfort and cause hinderance to the people. If 
the king is unjust, it is the duty of the Brahman to guide him 
properly. Hence convey my message to the king and tell him that 
Ashtavakra has refused to follow the unjust orders and will 
continue to walk on the royal path as usual.” 

The officers became angry, arrested Ashtavakra and took him 
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before the king. Janak heard the whole story and was very 
much impressed. He said—“Blessed is that country where live 
such imposing Brahmans, who can even scold the king. Only due 
to such considerate persons, who may raise their voice in favour of 
law and justice, can the greatness of humanity survive. Such 
fearless Brahmans are the true property of the nation. They shall 
be respected and not punished.” 

King Janak apologiszed Ashtavakra and said—“Foolish orders 
though passed by the king are to be discarded. Your fearlessness 
has given me a chance to understand and rectify my mistake. 
From today, you will be the Rajguru and will always support the 
judicious cause fearlessly.” 

Ashtavakra accepted the offer in public inte1 
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Boating in the Water of a Pot 


On the bank of river Ganga, an intellectual sant was explaining 
the inter-relationship between God and living beings and said that all 
living beings are parts of the God. All qualities of God are also present 
in the living beings. One of the disciples enquired—“Oh sant! God is 
omniscient and omnipotent, while living beings have very little 
knowledge and power. Therefore, how can both be one ?” 

Preacher directed the disciple—“Bring a pot filled with water from 
river Ganga.” He brought water from Ganga in a pot. Sant asked 
him—“What is the difference between the water of this pot and river 
Ganga?” “No difference”—replied the disciple. Now the sant said — 
“There are several boats in the river, Bring one and move it in the 
water of this pot.” Disciple said—“Pot is small having very 
little water. How can the boat move in it ?” 

Preacher became serious and said—“Dear! Just 
like the water of this pot, living beings are 
confined to a small area and 
are incompetent 
also. If this water is 
again poured in the 
river, boat can move. 
on it. Similarly, if 
living beings are 
able to throw away 
the narrow-minded ——— 
worldly bondage, ~ 
they can also 
acquire omniscience 
and omnipotence 
just like God.” 
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Age only Five Years. 


King Shatayudh went out to see the condition of the 
people. In a hut, he saw a very lean old man. King stopped and 
inquisitively asked—“What is your age?” By appearance he 
was about hundred years old. The old man raised his head and 
said—“Only five years.” King could not believe it. He again 
asked but got the same reply. Old man said—“My earlier life 
has gone waste due to my animal like actions. Only five years 
back, I got true knowledge and since then, I am busy in service 
of living beings. My 
meaningful age has 
started from that 
time.” 

Only that part of 
our life is meaningful, 
which is used in | 
service of others. j 
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Deaf, Dumb and Blind—Helen Keller 


Every educated person must have heard the name of Helen 
Keller, who was very adversely treated by the nature. She was deaf, 
dumb and blind. But with her intelligence and firm determination, 
she devised means to get her educated and always succeeded due to 
her intellect. She passed M.A. in English and also acquired 
proficiency in French, Latin, German, etc. She could also perform 
household works from cooking food to washing clothes very well. 

She did not use this expertise only for her gain, but also for 
education and self-reliance of other disabled persons. She toured 
across the world and collected Crores of rupees for them. Influenccu 
by her intellect, several Universities conferred upon her honorary 
Doctor’s degrees. People called her the eighth wonder of the world. 

People become sant due to such qualities. Everyone lives for 
himself but those, who serve others, live actually a meaningful life. 
People with healthy sense organs lament for something or other. 
But deaf, dumb and blind Helen Keller proved that if a person has 
firm resolve and determination and sincerely endeavours to get his 
goal, the impossible can become possible. fsa | 
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Dispute between Five bodily Substances. 


Group of all the five substance of body—earth, water, air, 
fire and ether reached a picturesque hill top. During 
discussions, each one started claiming supremacy. 

Earth said—‘I bear the weight of whole world. I also feed 
everybody.” Water said—“There is no life without water. In 
my absence, creatures and vegetations all will dry and 
perish.” Air said—“I am invisible no doubt, but in my 
absence, each one will be suffocated.” Fire said—“Without 
heat and light, there will be only coldness and silence in the 
world.” 

All the four had put up their case but ether remained 
quiet. After repeated goading he said—“World is enlivened 
only due to intermixing of all of us. Prosperity can come only 
when we all are united.” 

This 

message of We 
ether is also 
beneficial and 
meaningful 
for men. Our 
prosperity 
depends upon 
mutual help and — 
cooperation. — 
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Volunteer Gopal Krishna Gokhale 


In 1885, a function was organised at New English High 
School, Poona. A volunteer was deputed at the main gate to 
check the invitation cards, before allowing the guests to 
enter. 

Chief Justice, Mahadev Govind Ranade was the chief 
guest of the function. As he reached the main gate, volunteer 
stopped him and asked for invitation card. “Boy! I don’t have 
any invitation card”—said Ranade. Volunteer politely told 
him that he cannot go inside. Members of the reception 
committee saw Ranade standing at the gate and tried to take 
him inside. Volunteer came forward and said—‘“Sir! If 
members of reception committee will cause hinderance, how 
will I be able to perform my duty ? Whosoever may be the 
guest, he must carry the invitation card. I can’t tolerate the 
policy of partiality.” 

That volunteer later became famous as Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale and did a great service to me country. 

If the children 
get refined 
.. teachings in 
childhood, 
they become 
dutiful and 
that governs 
their conduct 
also. 
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